Madison County Board of Commissioners
1 North Main Street, London Ohio

February 11, 2025

Minutes

President Chris Wallace called the meeting of the Board of Commissioners to order at
8:38 am.

Commissioners present: Mr. Chris Wallace, Dr. Tony Xenikis and Mr. Brendan Shea

County representatives present: Rob Slane, County Administrator; David Kell, Assistant
County Administrator; John Swaney, County Sheriff; Nick Adkins, County Prosecutor;
Dennis Payne, County Planning and Zoning Administrator; Ronda Maynard, Assistant
County Clerk and Amy Rees, County Clerk

The minutes of February 4, 2025, regular meeting were approved as written.

Madison County Sheriff, John Swaney
e Stated that while at the conference in Washington DC last week, it was confirmed
that the new law enforcement facility was on course with its design.
e Invited Mr. Slane to go to the Motorola trade show in Westerville to view their newest
surveillance camera technology.

Nick Adkins, Madison County Prosecutor
« Acknowledged that a memo regarding the biodigester was received from Carpenter
and Lipps.
« Clarified the quorum requirement for Mid-Ohio Board meetings, confirming that
three out of five members must be present. However, the removal of a Board member
requires the presence of all members.

Rob Slane, County Administrator

¢ Recommended a revision to clarify the inclement weather policy and to include
language addressing those residing in other counties. A resolution approving this
change was passed unanimously.

o Requested the reclassification of two Madison County Department of Job and Family
Services staff members to secure additional state and federal funding. The pay
increase is minimal, and additional responsibilities will be assigned. The
Commissioners unanimously approved the request.

David Kell, Assistant County Administrator
o Attended a stakeholder meeting for the 161 Corridor hosted by ODOT, focusing on
preparation and planning for anticipated traffic pattern growth. ODOT is considering
holding these meetings quarterly or semiannually to monitor and address ongoing
developments.



o Acknowledged ongoing meetings with townships regarding updates to the
comprehensive plan, emphasizing the importance of township trustees serving as
co-leaders in the development of their respective areas. Stated that the next meeting
will take place on February 17th in Deercreek Township.

Erin Bauer, Madison County Clerk of Courts and John Swaney, Madison County
Sheriff
¢ Ms. Bauer explained that the Bureau of Motor Vehicles has requested the County
Title Department to consider conducting driving exams, requiring a designated area
for a permanent maneuverability course. Sheriff Swaney added that this initiative
would benefit the community by supporting youth in preparing for their tests. The
idea was well received, and there is interest in moving forward with planning. Further
details will be provided in follow-up discussions.

Open Session/Public Comments

Commissioner Wallace opened the session by addressing the Mid-Ohio Water and Sewer
District’s plan to construct a new 5-million-gallon sewer plant near U.S. Route 40 and I-70
in Summerford Township. He stated that the Commissioners had urged the Mid-Ohio
Water and Sewer District Board to delay the land purchase, emphasizing the importance of
waiting until all board members were present to make such a significant decision. The
Commissioners opposed the purchase and instructed their two appointees on the Mid-Ohio
Board to vote against it, advocating for more time to consider the proposal and allow for
greater public input. However, Mr. Brad Lutz, a county appointee, voted in favor of the
purchase and presented information to justify his decision.

County Engineer Bryan Dhume stated that engineering plans should not dictate how the
county grows; rather, growth should be guided by the comprehensive plan. He emphasized
that the proposed site is prime for economic development, and the impact of the sewer
plant on the future of the area and surrounding communities was not adequately
considered.

Commissioner Shea stated that Mr. Lutz should resign from the Mid-Ohio Board.

After extensive discussion and public input, all Commissioners agreed to request Mr. Lutz’s
resignation. If he refuses, the Commissioners will draft a resolution to formally request his
removal.

Many citizens spoke out against the proposed sewer plant and the main concerns of the
public included:
e Concerns about the effluent from the sewer plant impacting Lake Choctaw,
particularly in relation to algae blooms.
o Issues regarding the strength of their current dam and what would additional
5 million gallons a day would do to it structurally.
e The lack of research conducted by Mid-Ohio regarding the potential effects on
property values and surrounding communities.
e The haste in decision-making and the lack of public awareness regarding the plans
and the vote to acquire the property.
e Questions about the expenditure on engineering plans for the previously designated
sewer plant site at [-70 and State Route 29 and the justification for relocating to a
new site.



o Concerns over the $52,000 per acre cost to purchase the new site and the financial
decision to proceed with the purchase after recently acquiring another costly

property.

Brad Lutz, Mid-Ohio Water and Sewer District Board Trustee

e Explained that securing a new property has been an ongoing project over the past
year and based on engineering plans, the proposed new site offers a more cost-
effective option, reducing costs by approximately $4 million—from $28 million to $24
million—compared to the currently designated location.

e Provided examples of other communities and lakes where similar projects did not
negatively impact property values and where growth has continued.

o Highlighted that treated wastewater runoff from a sewer plant is safer and better for
lakes than septic systems, as it helps prevent algae blooms.

¢ Stated that the $52,000 per acre cost is consistent with property values near
interstate highways.

Resolution 162-25 — Presented on behalf of Jennifer Hunter, Madison County Auditor - A
Resolution Approving the Payment of Invoices for the Madison County Auditor (attachment)

Commissioner Xenikis moved to approve the payment of invoices for the Madison County
Auditor. Commissioner Shea seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously with a roll
call vote.

Resolution 163-25 - Presented by Amy Rees, Commission Clerk — A Resolution Authorizing
the Reduction of Appropriations in the Pros. Attorney-Allowance (FOJ) Account and
Returning Funds to the General Fund

Commissioner Shea moved to authorize the reduction of appropriations in the Pros.
Attorney-Allowance (FOJ) Account and return the funds to the General Fund.
Commissioner Xenikis seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously with a roll call
vote.

Resolution 164-25 - Presented by Amy Rees, Commission Clerk - A Resolution Approving
the Publication of a Public Notice for the Madison County PY 2024 CDBG Program

Commissioner Xenikis moved to approve the publication of a public notice for the Madison
County PY 2024 CDBG Program. Commissioner Shea seconded the motion, and it passed
unanimously with a roll call vote.

Resolution 165-25 - Presented on behalf of Sherry Baldwin, Madison County Department
of Family and Children - A Resolution Approving a Transfer of Funds for Madison County
Family Council

Commissioner Shea moved to approve the transfer of funds for Madison County Family
Council. Commissioner Xenikis seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously with a
roll call vote.



Resolution 167-25 - Presented by Amy Rees, Commission Clerk - A Resolution Approving
the Inclement Weather Closure Policy for Madison County Offices

Commissioner Xenikis moved to approve the inclement weather closure policy for Madison
County Offices. Commissioner Shea seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously with
a roll call vote.

Resolution 168-25 - Presented by Amy Rees, Commission Clerk - A Resolution Increasing
Appropriations to the 2020 CDBG Program

Commissioner Xenikis moved to increase appropriations to the 2020 CDBG Program.
Commissioner Shea seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously with a roll call vote.

Resolution 16-25 - Presented by Amy Rees, Commission Clerk - A Resolution Increasing
Appropriations to the Opioid Settlement Expense Budget Line

Commissioner Xenikis moved to increase appropriations to the Opioid Settlement Expense
Budget Line. Commissioner Shea seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously with a
roll call vote.

Mr. Wallace moved to adjourn the meeting at 11:02am. Mr. Shea seconded the motion, and
it passed unanimously with a roll call vote.
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